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Presentation Objectives

ÅSignificance ïwhy have a plan?

ÅHurricane history and experience - both recent 
and remote - shape our preparedness and 

response

ÅHurricane Rita (2005) ïlessons learned

ÅHurricane Ike (2008) ïlessons we are still 
learning

ÅSummary, conclusions & recommendations



Part 1- Why have a plan?

ÅGeographic vulnerability ïwhere we 
provide services

ÅVulnerable population - to whom we 
provide services

ÅStandards of care (licensure & 
accreditation) 



Geographic Vulnerability 

ÅBarrier Island ïGalveston is not much more than 
a ñlarge sandbarò

Å33 miles long, 1 mile wide

ÅIn its natural state, the highest point on the island 
is about 8.5 feet above sea level (15th & 
Broadway) 



Geographic Vulnerability

Å18 hurricanes have struck the upper Texas 
coast since 1900

ÅSeawall and grade raising between 1902-
1911 following the Great Storm of 1900 
undertaken to protect the city

ÅPrior to Ike, 2 major hurricanes struck 
Galveston in ñrecentò years:  Carla in 1962 
and Alicia in 1983 (ñlarge stormsò tend to 
occur every 20-25 years)  


